ISLAMIC ARCHITECTURE

^Architecture, like other
human activities, is the product of obser-
vation and assimilation. We studjr the
works of others to assimilate that which
is akin to our own nature. Since the
most fertile mind has its limitations it is
essential to provide it with nourishment,
to save it from becoming dull and mono-
tonous.

0 Western critics enjoy
attributing the splendour of Muslim archi-
tecture to Byzantian and other Christian
sources, thus dubbing the whole product
as of derivative character. Certain forms
of vaulting, arcades resting on columns,
dosserets, wooden tie-beams across arches,
mosaic, marble linings, window and door
fittings, pierced marble windows and alter-
aate stripes of red and white or yellow in
Facades and arches are the features which
the Muslims are supposed to have derived
?rom Byzantine sources. The prototype of
;he later mosques according to Dieulafoy
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